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Healthy Concession Stand Mini Grant
Grant Overview & Requirements
Grant Overview
NCDHD is working to improve access to healthy food options for busy families. One strategy is to increase the number of healthy options available at concession stands. NCDHD recognizes that adding healthy options may require extra effort and equipment, so two mini grants are available to help concession stands offer fresh, healthy options alongside traditional favorites.
Project Support Grant — $350
Paid after two or more healthy foods have been added and reports are submitted.
These funds may be used to cover staff and volunteer time, training, signage labor, scheduling, keeping healthy options affordably priced, and other overhead associated with adding and maintaining healthy options at the concession stand. The full $350 will be issued as long as your concession stand offers two or more healthy options and the required reports are submitted. NCDHD does not require itemized documentation showing how these funds were used.
Supplies & Equipment Grant — up to $1,000
Reimbursed after spending, based on itemized receipts. These funds may be used toward:
0. Packing materials — baggies, containers, wrapping materials, etc.
0. Prep materials — knives, cutting boards, bowls, etc.
0. Storage materials — glass-front countertop fridges, bins for condiments/veggies, etc.
0. Serving materials — condiment pumps, warmers, serving trays, etc.
0. A new menu board (physical or digital) that clearly signifies which choices are healthy or healthier
	Grant funds may NOT be used to purchase food or food products of any kind, including spices, sauces, condiments, or other ingredients. Funds are for supplies and equipment only.


 
Grant Requirements
Pre-Implementation / Purchase
1. Complete and Submit the application to Jennifer Booker, jennifer@ncdhd.ne.gov by September 11, 2026.
0. Select the healthy options you would like to start offering, using the Healthy Concession Stand Toolkit (provided separately).
0. Submit a photo of the current (pre-grant) concession stand menu.
0. Select at least two new healthy options for the concession stand, with at least one being a fresh fruit or vegetable offered consistently (the same item year-round, or a seasonal rotation — see Section 4 of the Application for details). If a fresh fruit or vegetable is already offered, this must be a new option in addition to it.
0. Determine any supply or equipment needs for the concession stand. (Supplies & Equipment Grant applicants only)
4. Any single-item purchase exceeding $1,000 requires two competing bids submitted for review. These items may still be purchased, but NCDHD will reimburse only up to $1,000.
1. NCDHD will review the application to confirm that all supplies and equipment are eligible for reimbursement. Notification of approval or need for additional information will be made by September 18, 2026. (Supplies & Equipment Grant applicants only)
1. Once approved, submit receipts to NCDHD for reimbursement of the supplies and equipment. More than one purchase may be made, up to the $1,000 threshold. (Supplies & Equipment Grant applicants only)
Post-Implementation
1. Begin offering two or more healthy options.
1. Submit an updated photo of the concession stand menu showing the new healthy options.
1. Track the number of healthy options offered and sold. (Project Support Grant applicants only — see Reporting, below)
1. Complete a first-semester and second-semester report, sharing feedback on the project's successes and areas for improvement. (Project Support Grant applicants only)
Grant Stipulations
By accepting this award, the school or organization agrees to the following. These are the official, governing terms of the award — the Application section later in this document does not repeat them, so refer back here as needed.
General (all applicants)
1. Offer at least two new healthy options at the concession stand, with at least one being a fresh fruit or vegetable. If a fresh fruit or vegetable is already offered, a new fresh fruit or vegetable option must be added — existing options do not count toward this requirement. This option must be offered consistently, but it does not need to be the same product every time — concession stands may choose a seasonal rotation (for example, local apples in the fall, clementines in the winter, and strawberries in the spring) or offer the same item year-round.
1. Refer to the Healthy Concession Stand Toolkit (provided by NCDHD) for approved healthy option ideas, tips for using items before they spoil or expire, and guidance for determining whether an item qualifies as "healthy." For this grant, only GREEN items qualify. Because this round of funding focuses on snacks and beverages rather than full meals, the Green-Yellow-Red criteria — including calorie limits — apply to individual snack items, not to an entire meal's worth of food.
1. Submit an updated photo of the concession stand menu showing the new healthy options, along with a list of the new menu options being offered.
If applying for the Supplies & Equipment Grant ($1,000)
1. Ensure all purchases comply with NCDHD procurement policy. Any single-item purchase exceeding $1,000 requires two competing bids submitted for review. Supply and equipment funds may not be used for food purchases.
1. Submit all original receipts for supply and equipment reimbursement. Grant funds are distributed on a reimbursement basis; purchases without accompanying receipts cannot be reimbursed.
1. Spend all supply and equipment funds by March 31, 2027.
1. Reimbursement of up to $1,000 will be issued upon submission of receipts.
If applying for the Project Support Grant ($350)
1. Submit a report tracking the project's progress for both the first and second semesters. The first-semester report covers activity through December 31 and is due January 31, 2027. The second-semester report covers January 1 through March 31 and is due April 30, 2027. Each report should include:
0. Quantity of each healthy option purchased during the period
0. Quantity of each healthy option sold during the period
0. Any improvements or strategies found to be successful
0. Any new ideas for healthy options, or ideas for using unsold healthy items
1. Reimbursement will be issued in two $175 installments: the first after completion of the first-semester report (due January 31), and the second after submission of the final report for second-semester sales (due April 30, 2027).
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Healthy Concession Stand Mini Grant
Application-Due by September 11, 2026
Section 1: Applicant Information
	School/District Name:
_________________________________
	Date:
_________________________________

	Contact Name & Title:
_________________________________
	Phone:
_________________________________


 
Email: _______________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________
Athletic/Activity Programs Served by This Concession Stand: _______________________________________________
Section 2: Grant Funding Requested
Select one. Your selection determines which sections of this application you need to complete — see the notes in Sections 5 and 6 below.
☐  Both the Supplies & Equipment Grant ($1,000) and the Project Support Grant ($350) — complete Sections 5 and 6
☐  Supplies & Equipment Grant only ($1,000) — complete Section 5 only
☐  Project Support Grant only ($350) — complete Section 6 only
Section 3: Current Concessions Snapshot
(Required for all applicants)
Attach a list and/or a photo of your current concession stand menu options. This snapshot is used to confirm that the healthy options proposed in Section 4 are new additions — if a fresh fruit or vegetable already appears here, your Section 4 proposal must add a different one.
Section 4: Proposed Healthy Options
(Required for all applicants)
Describe your plan for adding healthy concession options. Your proposal must include at least two new healthy options, with at least one being a fresh fruit or vegetable. If your concession stand already offers a fresh fruit or vegetable, you must add a new one — existing options do not count toward this requirement.
The fresh fruit or vegetable option must be offered consistently, but it doesn't need to be the same product every time. You may offer the same item year-round, or set up a seasonal rotation — for example, local apples in the fall, clementines in the winter, and strawberries in the spring.
Proposed new healthy option #1 (fresh fruit or vegetable; note if this will be a seasonal rotation): _______________________________________________
 
Proposed new healthy option #2: _______________________________________________
 
Additional healthy options (optional): _______________________________________________
 
Section 5: Planned Supply Purchases
Complete this section only if you selected the Supplies & Equipment Grant in Section 2.
List the items you plan to purchase with the Supplies & Equipment Grant and their estimated cost. Attach quotes where available; attach a separate list if you need more space. Remember: any single-item purchase exceeding $1,000 requires two competing bids submitted for review.
	Item
	Use (Packing / Prep / Storage / Serving / Menu Board)
	Estimated Cost

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 
Section 6: Project Support Plan
Complete this section only if you selected the Project Support Grant in Section 2.
Briefly describe how you plan to use the Project Support funds — for example, staff or volunteer time, training, signage labor, scheduling, or keeping healthy options affordably priced. Itemized documentation is not required.
Plan for Project Support funds: _______________________________________________
 
 
Section 7: Certification & Signature
I certify that the information provided in this application is accurate, and that our school/organization agrees to the Grant Requirements and Stipulations outlined earlier in this document, including those specific to the grant(s) selected in Section 2.
	Signature:
_________________________________
	Date:
_________________________________

	Printed Name:
_________________________________
	Title:
_________________________________


For NCDHD Use Only
☐ Application complete
☐ Current menu photo attached
☐ Budget reviewed
 
Grant(s) approved:
☐ Supplies & Equipment Grant
☐ Project Support Grant
 
Reviewer Signature: _______________________________________________
Award Approved (Y/N): _______________________________________________
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